Friday 9™ December 2022

PA Prince Albert -

Prince Albert

Dear parents and carers,

You may have heard in recent news reports about a rise in Strep A and Scarlet Fever cases. Firstly, please let
me reassure you that currently there are no confirmed cases at Prince Albert Primary School. The
Department for Education are working closely with the UK Health Security Agency to monitor the increased
cases nationally. They have advised schools to share the following information with parents to increase
vigilance:

What are Scarlet Fever and Strep A?

Scarlet Fever is caused by bacteria called Group A streptococci (Strep A). The bacteria usually cause a mild
infection that can be easily treated with antibiotics. In very rare occasions, the bacteria can get into the
bloodstream and cause an illness called invasive Group A strep (iGAS).

What are the symptoms of Strep A/scarlet fever?
Strep A infections can cause a range of symptoms that parents should be aware of, including:
e Sore throat
e Headache
e Fever
e Afine, pinkish or red body rash with a sandpapery feel
e On darker skin the rash can be more difficult to detect visually but will have a sandpapery feel

If a child becomes unwell with these symptoms, please contact your GP practice or contact NHS 111 (which
operates a 24/7 service) to seek advice.

If a child has Scarlet Fever, it is advised they stay at home until at least 24 hours after the start of antibiotic
treatment to avoid spreading the infection to others.

Parents are encouraged to trust their own judgement and if your child seems seriously unwell call 999, or
go to A&E if:
e achild is having difficulty breathing — you may notice grunting noises or their tummy sucking
under their ribs
e there are pauses when a child breathes
e achild’s skin, tongue or lips are blue
e achildis floppy and will not wake up or stay awake.

To ensure school are doing all we can to support in this situation, we are increasing hand washing and the
use of hand gel, ventilating spaces where possible, and discouraging the sharing of any utensils/resources in
school. As always, attendance to school is mandatory and we look forward to celebrating the Christmas
build-up with all pupils next week. If your child is unwell and the above advice becomes relevant to you,
please keep school informed and follow the normal absence-reporting procedures.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation,

Mrs S.Patel


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fblue-skin-or-lips-cyanosis%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cl.middleton%40suttonparkprimary.co.uk%7C822e92d4636d4157dcd108dad875686b%7C1ad71345acb54e2692e826ca4eb3f044%7C0%7C0%7C638060296016776441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B7MbDzn6KnV0MkofscISZWoZY1qlUSMugoT2CA3Ed8Y%3D&reserved=0
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